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Adult Illiteracy
Illiteracy means that an individual lacks the ability to read, write, or comprehend even. Adult illiteracy has been a prevalent issue for decades that the government and political agendas have refused to address the existence and importance of it as a societal issue. Over the years there has been an incompatible diagnosis of the illiteracy issue facing adults in the United States. The National Adult Literacy Survey, also known as NALS, was created to provide accurate statistical information about the literacy skills of adults in the United States. Without the ability to read, write, or compute and solve problems at levels of proficiency that is necessary to properly function for a job, achieve personal goals, or develop personal knowledge causes those within society to contribute to the homelessness, poverty, and other societal issues. The purpose of the research is to address the causes of adult illiteracy and why it is considered a societal problem, as well as provide solutions for this issue to overall lower the percentage of the population that is affected by this.
                                                               Problem
Over the last decade or so, there have been many reports published and evidence provided in regards to the population of adults that lack adequate literacy skills. The topic has grown in intensity for concern of being addressed and made a priority among officials and government agencies. According to research conducted by the United States Department of Education and the National Institute of Literacy, twenty-one percent of adults in the United States have a reading comprehension below the level of a fifth grader. This research also addressed that there are thirty-two million adults that are unable to read at all. The National Center for Education Statistics published a statistical overview on adult literacy which stated, “In the past, the lack of ability to read or use printed materials was seen primarily as an individual problem, with implications for a person’s job opportunities, educational goals, sense of fulfillment, and participation in society, however, it is increasingly viewed as a national problem, with implications that reach far beyond the individual” (Kirsch, Jungeblut, Jenkins, & Kolstad, 2002). Instead of the government addressing this as a societal issue which they can provide funding for programs to resolve, the cost of creating such programs overshadows the issue of adult illiteracy itself and the many economical areas it affects in turn. 
Someone reading this might ask how adult illiteracy contributes to the effects of societal issues. Illiteracy amongst adults increases the present and future socioeconomic drawbacks. This means that it is also a significant factor in the reproduction of such issues through children and the generations to come (Martinez & Fernandez, n.d.). It is possible for illiteracy to be passed down through generations, and someone who is illiterate will most likely have lower educational expectations for themselves as well as their children. When a parent is uninvolved in their child’s education, the child is more likely to display poor grades and even behavioral problems. For low income families, education is not an important milestone for one to go through, and in turn their focus is on working and maintaining an income. 
Not only does adult illiteracy affect the individuals but also the lives of their children. Children are the future and the starting point of any generations to come, how can people look towards a bright future with the issue of adult illiteracy increasing in the population. Economically, taxpayers spend twenty billion dollars each year revolving around illiteracy. It costs the United States two hundred and forty billion dollars in lost tax revenues and social service expenditures, because the school dropout rates and poverty levels continue to increase from reasons related to illiteracy. According to the Literacy Project Foundation, illiteracy has become such a serious problem in the United States that forty-four million adults are not able to read a simple story to their children. This study shows how the United States is ranked twelfth among twenty high income counties for illiteracy rate. 
Literacy is an important tool for individuals and their states to increase competitiveness in the growing global knowledge of the economy. As industries grow and technology advances, someone who is illiterate would not be able to keep up with the workload, which in turn can be one trigger of bringing down the economy. Overall, when someone is illiterate it is hard for them to be able to contribute to the economy. Social economics helps this country and many other countries alike be able to survive. Illiteracy only lowers community and civic participation due to the lack of understanding in social issues. In turn, illiteracy can contribute to increased drug use, higher rates of imprisonment, higher poverty rates, and an increased use of government assistance programs due to unemployment.
One might ask how illiteracy could lead to a life of crime and imprisonment, or have such a negative impact on the economy. For those who live below the poverty threshold, government assistance programs can act a crutch for their resources and ultimately lead them to make poor decisions on how to make money and how to spend it. Illiteracy in teenagers and adults can cause those individuals to turn to criminal activity as a way of survival, which leads to the increased likeliness of imprisonment. A survey done vastly throughout the prison system shows that it is heavily occupied by individuals who can not read or write as well as those who used criminal activities as a means of survival due to being illiterate and unable to fill out a job application or have the acquired skills required to obtain a job position. Homelessness, unemployment, drug addiction, and mental illness can all be linked to illiteracy (Alfred & Chlup, 2009). 
Illiteracy is also an issue that remains prevalent in elderly adults. This is proof that illiteracy is something all generations before now have suffered with, and shows how a group of people have spent their whole lives without being literate. Elderly adults who do not have the ability to read and write usually also suffer from a mental illness or other strenuous health factors. Older adults who suffer with illiteracy are found to experience health issues that include chronic diseases like diabetes and various types of cancer. If someone who is suffering from a disease like this is unable to read or adhere to the medical directions given to them by their healthcare professional, then it is possible their diagnosis will worsen. Forty-seven percent of all adults in the United States have problems with accessing, reading, utilizing, and understanding healthcare information. “Most patients with low literacy have also been shown to have low knowledge about their disease, which impacts their actual health status and has been linked to decreased adherence to medical advice” (Billek-Sawhney& Reicherter, 2005). This goes to show how illiteracy does not just effect the economy, but can drastically effect a person’s whole life to include their health if it’s not addressed. 
                                                            Solution
With the rising cost of education and not enough attention paid towards those who suffer from illiteracy by providing more programs to help curve the issue the ratio of adult illiteracy is on the rise. There is only on solution I can see to help lower the rate of adult illiteracy is to provide programs and also make a way to help those who are experience illiteracy comfortable enough to open up and talking about. According to Kogut (2004) an adult who experience illiteracy put an effort forward to improve their literacy skills, they feel they are more beneficial to themselves, their families, and also their community. If the government take this societal issue as important as they take politics and provide more funding toward literacy programs it can help alleviate a lot of social problems including poverty, rising health costs, joblessness, prison recidivism, and homelessness. Some people are embarrassed to admit that they are illiterate, but if they can start a program where individuals can remain anonymous and get one on one help will allow them to be open in discussing their problem with illiteracy. 
One of the programs that was implementing to help curve illiteracy here in the United States is the No Child Left Behind Act which was established by President George W. Bush in 2002,  but was reform by President Obama to help prevent illiteracy by provide competitive grants to support the transition to higher standards by assisting states in strengthening their literacy programs and by providing substantial support to high-need districts in implementing high-quality literacy instruction according to the U.S. Department of Education. The program was established to improve literacy instruction statewide among schools that have low attendance rates and have poor performance levels on state assessed test like ABE and TABE. In a study conducted in 1983 illiterate adults who were able to get individual tutoring from a literacy program made significant gains in reading, language, and auditing (Gold & Horn, 1983, p. 108).
Programs that are specifically for adult who are illiterate should have individual tutors who can give their undivided attention to help them achieve the goal of literacy. Most adults are afraid to come forth because they are embarrassed, but if they are in a comfortable environment in where they can talk about their issue of illiteracy and the funding is available maybe this societal issue will go away. I think because most people are not forth coming and the issue is not forced among the government their will continue to be a rise in adult illiteracy. 
                                                  Evaluation of the Evidence
All the evidence that was provided is valid and reliable without bias. I have used the Ashford library to get scholarly and peer-reviewed sources. I also used a variety of governmental articles that are reliable to help provide to my claims of how adult illiteracy is a global societal issue that has gone unheard and the importance of not addressing the issue can affect our nation as a whole. I couldn’t find many articles and it was difficult so this portion of my paper may be short and to the point. I search multiple databases and used a variety of keywords, but found it difficult to find articles that I felt will fit the response I needed in order to input it into the this paper. The evidence that I did find should help and support why I choose to speak on adult illiteracy and the social impact in have on our community, our children, and our country.
                                           Ethical Outcomes of Solution
The negative outcome from the solutions is that adults who suffer from illiteracy don’t take advantage of the programs provide to help them reverse the issue. Some people may be comfortable with their way of living and feel that they don’t need change or feel they are too old to, so there is no use in taking advantage of the program available. Most likely this will be elderly adult who may suffer from illiteracy and feel that their life is almost over so there is no need for improvement. Then you will have those who really don’t care to improve their situations and don’t care about contributing to society, but continue to be a part of the problem to society.
The positive outcome to the solution is those who want to improve their literacy standard will take part in the programs provide and be a product part of society, which in turn will help them obtain jobs with a profitable salary so they can provide for their families, advocate the issue of adult illiteracy by giving back to their community, speaking on adult illiteracy, and maybe one start a literacy program on their own. 
                                                             Conclusion   
Adult illiteracy or illiteracy period is not a widely talk about issue and the purpose for this research is to help bring it out into the light to let my readers know that is does exist. May interest in this particular topic came to light when I’ experience meeting two individual who were illiterate, which one was a 22 year old young lady and the other person was an older lady who allowed herself to be abused by her significant other because she didn’t know how to function in the world without him because of her illiteracy. If more people will be willing to make this an issue to the government maybe more funding will be provided to help stop the issue from being passed down to our children, it may help close societal gaps like welfare, poverty, imprisonment, criminal activity, homelessness, health hazards with medications among elderly adults who suffer from illiteracy, and lower the rates of unemployment. Most jobs positions are not filled do to the lack of skills required to fulfill them. This is why this is an important issue to address. Hopefully, the government will also start to see this as an important issue of society and provide more funding for programs to curve the issue, but until then I will use my voice in and out of my community and give my individual time to help those who are willing to come forward to regain the courage to reenter into society with the faith that can be a productive part of society and are willing to help other who suffers from illiteracy.
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